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PREFACE. 



Since the flrft publication of the fol- 
i lowing Iheets new Arguments have been 

offered to prove the propriety of aboliftiing 
* the African Trade. 

It was aflerted, in the courfe of the 
c Debate on the Morning of the 3d Inftaut, 
that ^he King of Denmarl^ had iffued an 
Edia to abolifh fuch Trade at the end of 
Ten YearSe That Edid is now printed 
^in the Appendix to this edition; by 
which It appears, that fo far from abolifii^ 

ing 
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ing the Commerce, he gives every poffible 
Encouragement to the carrying it on dur- 
ing that term ; under an idea that his 
Colonies being once fully flocked with 
Negroes, he may not be dependant on 
other Nations for a fopply. Danilh Edifls 
are not like the Laws of the Medes and 
Perfians, irrevocabk. The preamble of 
this Edifl-, affumes as a principle, that the 
abolition of the Trade will only be prpper 
WHEN the Danlfli Colpnies are fulljr 
fuppHed. 

If that Event fiiould not have happened 
at the end of the prefcribed Term, there 

can be no doubt but it will be enlarged. 

It may not be improper here to oblerve, 
that among Mn Dupdas's propofitions, 
one is, to prohibij^ the carrying N^grp^is in 

future 
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future to Barbadoe^y wi the aacicnt Coto- 
nica of Antlg^;^?, Ncvi§^ Sf. Kitts, and 
MontCerat, becaufe tbey dp nor want them 
— a meiifure c.^rtain](y nug^orjr and ab* 
furd* If the inhabitants q{ th^fe Iflands da 
not want thenx^ nq Ships will cai:i7 them 
there. If they do, or (hould want them 
on accpunt of any j^tticular Calamity, 
fuch as Hurricanes^ ^gl^idem^cal Dlforders, 
&c. it is unjuft they fiiould be deprived of 
a Commerce allowed to the neighbour- 
ing Iflands of St. Vincent, &c. It is to 
be hoped, before the Meafures now pro- 
pofed fhail be carried into execution, the 
Planters and Merchants will have an op- 
portunity of oppofing Fa£ls fairly ftated 
and afcertained upon Oath, to empty De- 
clamation, and iiifidious Pretences to Hu- 
manity and Juftice, 

It 
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It is not necelTary to ufe any arguments 
to fliew the impropriety of that Conduft 
which oppofes the Cultivation of Lands 
belonging to Britifh Subjefls, to the great 
Improvement and Advantage of the Re- 
venues, • Commerce and Manufeftures of 
this Country ; and to the diminution of 
the high Price of Sugar, fo much com- 
plained of by the Public. 



SUBSTANCE 



OF A 

SPEECH, &c. 



SIR, 

At this late period of the Debate, it is with 
great relu^ance I rife to exprefs my fentiments 
on a fubjeft on which fo much has been faid ; 
and faid, too, m fo eloquent a manner, that I 
IhouM not prefume to call the attention of 
the Committee to any obfcrvations of mine, 
if I did not confider it my duty, not only 
to my Country in general, but to my Con- 
flituents in particular — from a part of whom 
I alfo have received a petition, praying for 
the abolition of a Trade, which they qua- 
lify with the epithets of cruely whumn, and 
infamous. 

As I know by what fhameful arts this peti* 
tion was obtained — as I know the greateft 
part of thofe who have ligned it hardly know 
where Africa is fituated, it h fcarcely pof- 

B fible 
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fible thefc people can form any idea of 
the circumftances which attend the Traf- 
fick carried on in that quarter of the Globe, 
but from the falfe accounts artfully fpread 
abroad by thofe who call themfelves Aboli- 
tionifls. Very few of thofe of my Confti- 
tuents, Avho are men of knowledge and edu- 
cation, have figned this Petition : but many 
names appear to it I never heard of before, 
and therefore fuppofe them to have been ob- 
tained in the manner mentioned by my Ho- 
nourable Friend * on the other fide of rhc 
Houfe. I have, confequently, declined pre- 
fciuing it. 

I fay, Sir, I cannot confider it conrillent 
with my duiy to give a filent Vote againfl the 
Proportion of the Honourable Gentleman 
who has brought it forvvard, •j-- as I owe, even 
to the leaft informed of my Conflituents, a 
reafon ivhy I do not confent to be guided by 
their Inftrudtions, which I Ihould think myfelf 
bound to do, if the matter was either in any 
degree connc^ftcd with their intcrcit, or of 

* Coloiitl Tar!cton, + Mr. Wilbcrforce. 
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which they could have any competent know- 
ledge. 

But, Sir^ I do not think, in the prcfent in- 
ftance, I am bound to flate to my Conftituents 
only, a reafon why I vote contrary to their 
fentiments — I owe it to this Committee — I 
owe it to niy Country^ to lay before them the 
reafons why I differ from Gentlemen who have 
fo earnedly, and fo repeatedly prefled forward 
to abolilh and abandon a Trade, which, how- 
ever great their knowledge and abilities may 
be, bath bpen formerly approved and encou- 
raged by men, and by Minfters, who have 
heretofore fat in this Houfe, whofe htHiianity, 
whofe philanthropy, and whofe regard for Juf- 
tice have equalled thofe of the Honourable 
Mover, or any of the Supporters of this Pro- 
pofition ; and whofe abilities were as fplendid 
as any of the Honourable or Right Honourable 
Gentlemen who have fpoken in this Debate. 

I will endeavour, Sir, not to take up the at- 
tention of the Committee, in defcanting upon 
thofe parts of the fubjedt which have been aU 

B 2 ready 
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ready fairly and fufficicntly elucidated, by the 
Gentlemen who have fpokcn on the farnc fide 
of the queftion with myfelf . The Honourable 
Gentleman on my right hand * has clearly and 
fully (hewn the fatal effe(ft this nleafure, if 
adopted, muft in all probability have on the 
manufadtures, the commerce, and the naviga- 
tion of this kingdom. The whole body of 
Evidence upon your Table fufficicntly con- 
tradidts the fabulous accounts of the cruelty 
exercifed over the Negroes in the Weft-Indies : 
nor ought the teftimony of Mr. Hercules Rofs, 
the Wharfinger, to whom Negroes who had 
been guilty of crimes were fcnt, from all parts 
of the town of Kjngfton and the neighbour- 
hood, to receive the puniihment due to their 
demerits, to be regarded in proof of fevere 
treatment, when fuch treatment is denied by 
fo many irreproachable WitnefTes, who have 
teftlfied the contrary. — There is, indeed, a 
very ftrong objection to Mr.Rofs's Evidence — 
an objection which I pledge myfelf, if necef- 
fary, to prove to be founded in truth. To 
make himfelf appear of more confequence, and 

• Mr. Baillic. 
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to merit the attention of the Committee of 
this Houfe, before whom he was examined, 
he has declared, that he hds often had the 
honour of accompanying both Governors 
and Admirals upon tours in the Ifland of Ja- 
" maica/' I am authorifed to f^y, by fome 
of the moft refpedable Gentlemen of the 
Ifland, now in London, that this declaration 
is noi true, and that they never knew him to 
accompany any Governor or Admiral upon 
fuch tours, except Sir Archibald Campbell, 
upon duty as a Militia Officer ; he went with 
jbim to St. Thomas's in the Eaft, and after- 
wards into another parifli : but this man never 
was a companion of, or on equal footing with 
men of rank, notwithftanding by Privateering, 
and other modes nearly as honourable, he ac- 
quired a confiderable fortune in the courfe of 
laft War. This Gentleman's account, how- 
ever, is thought the fitted to contrail with 
that of fifteen Governors and Admirals, whofe 
Evidence lies on your Table ; to fay nothing 
of the teftimonies of as many of the moft 
refpedable inhabitants, and of the Legtflatlve 
Bodies of the feveral lilands of the Weft- In- 
dies 



( 6. ) 

dies, who give accounts of the treatment of 
Slaves, cliredtly contrary to thofe of Mr. Rofs. 



Forgive me, Sir, if my zeal for the Truth 
has made me deviate from my propofed plan, 
which was to fpeak to the nature of the Trade 
in Africa, and leave the treatment of the Ne- 
groes in the Weft Indies to the confideration 
of the Committee, upon the Evidence on your 
Table, which, notwithftanding what has been 
advanced by an Honourable Gentleman to the 
contrary, I cannot conceive any Member to 
be unacquainted with. 

Sir, I haveread that part of the Evidence 
on your Table, refpeding the manner in which 
Slaves are purchafed in Africa, with particular 
attention ; and I muft own I fee things in a 
very different point of view from that in which 
they feem to have appeared to the Right Ho« 
nourable Gentlemen, whofe abilities have been 
fo defervcdiy fubjedls of eulogium this night. 
Thofe Gentlemen have aflerted, that none of 
the Honourable Gentlemen who are their Op- 
ponents have ventured to deny, " That the 

" only 
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only modes by which Slaves are obtained 
in Africa, are by their being kidnapped or 
" taken in wars, made for that fole purpofe ; 
■f* or being condemned for crimes real or 
" imaginary : and they call upon any of the 
" Supporters of the Slave Trade to ihew how 
otherwife they are obtained * 

Sir, it is certainly a di^icult and an unpiea* 
fant talk for any Member of this Committee to 
encounter the arguments urged by Gentlemen, 
whofe oratorical talents have enabled them to 
give additional weight to their opinions, by 
the forcible manner in which they have deli- 
vered them. But, Sir, facts are fuch ftub- 
born things, that I hope the plain manner in 
which I fiiall lav them before the Committee 

4 

will not fo far prevent their being attended to, 
as to injure the caufe I am endeavouring to 
defend. I lament I am not polfefled of abi- 
lities equal to thofe of my Opponents, to 
enable me to place the fads I am about to 
Hate in the manner they deferve to be preflTed 
on your attention. 
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I flatter my felf, however, that I have it in my 
power to Ihew to the Committee, that the Ho- 
nourable and Right Honourable Gentlemen, 
who have given fo frightful an account of the 
conduct of the perfons trading to Africa, have 
totally mif-Aated the manner in which that 
iTrade is carried on : and that wars are never 
made for the purpofe of obtaining Slaves ; and 
that kidnapping is neither allowed of, nor prac- 
tifed, from one end of the Coaft to the other. 

The truth of my aflertion, and of thofe of 
my Opponents, mull depend upon fuch Tef- 
timonies as lie upon your table, and the Hif- 
tories of Africa /om^r/y written. — The fources 
of our information are the fame; and it may 
feem extraordinary, that Gentlemen Ihould 
draw fiach different conclufions from the fame 
prcmifes. But, Sir, every Member of this 
Houfe muft allow that kidnapping is not an Afri- 
can word — as an Englifli one, I believe the im- 
port of it is ftealing young children. But do we 
know what is the meaning of the African words 
of which it is confidered a iranjlation^ I have 

the 
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iJi^ same QWervation to m^kt u to t?\e signifi* 
cation of ti^e wor4 ««'#r. %no: got of tl|c several 
Africin words, I cgn oi^y coHpiSt their meaning 
from the manner in which the English words 
are applied ; and chat I may not he supposed to 
be partial in my account of such application, I 
sbaU <^(iqc myself in a grg^t mea^iare i;o the 
^cf:mH gmn fcythe W;itne»S(^ .exj^if|ied m 
sui^prtof $he opinion of jilp^ XJpfttica^e^ w|i9 
feypur the idea of iiie Afaciition rfw Jr^wjc^ 

Sir, some of the Witnesses $pf^,rf w?^s^j^ 
kidnapping as the means of procuring Slaves ; 
iwhiijB orherts, mw*JW)5e likely kj^V, a|serc 
ifelt wars put .a istpp to 5M(;h Tr^de : find th^ 

Ai^0ppi9g or steiJiwg men with impHnicy is 

fra^kaifle.^li ^ pers^ons who give thesie dif- 
ferent .^cpunjcs afe in any dc^ee worthy of 
credit, jrfioy must t>y ^he same words mean 5^^- 
itbding ^iy4ifferQnt;. To fix, therefwe, the sense 
in which these words ^re pndwtood Jby tjie na- 
tii^es on tUe cojis;, is the task I h^ve profKiscd 
myself ;4ad^ hope in perfornaingit I shall cpn- 
•.vinfi^.the Committee, " Tliat it is clear, from 

C the 
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" the Evidence of both parties^ that wars are noi 
entered into for the purpose of procuring Slaves ; 
and that men are noty nor can he stohd with 

*^ impunity, either by the traders ^ or the persons 
of whom they purchase Slaves,** 

The Gentlemen who have asserted these prac- 
tices in the most positive terms, and to whose 
evidence I am willing to allow every degree of 
credit, are General- Rooke and Captain Wilson. 
It is upon the Evidence of these Gentlemen I 
rely in proof of my assertion. 

The General was two months and ten days on 
the Island of Goree ; " he never knew him- 
*' self that the King of Damcl pillages his t)wn 
villages; but he has understood thzt when he 
wanted Slaves, he made war for the purpose of 
obtaining them : he never saw any wounded 
people brought in from the villages that 
** had been broken up by the King of Damel's 
troops". He says, ^ kidnapping was spo- 
ken of 25 a common pradice.'* Bht it does not 

appear 
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appear the General had any knowledge of the 
language of the coiintry, any more than Mr. 
Wadstrom : and the next Witness, Captain 
Wilson, informs the Committee that Alcades 
and petty Magistrates are distributed in every 
village, to receive the dues for their Kings ; and 
that they seem very regular and exadt in collect- 
ing and demanding them. 

He saw one instance of a free man brought 
for sale by the King of Damel s Guards, which 
he gives as an instance of kidnapping; but it 
appears afterwards, by his own testimony, that 
this man was condemned for setting a corn field 
belonging to the King on fire. 

The General indeed, mentions a propostiton 
made to him, to send i oo,or 1 50 of the natives on 
board the merchant ships which were there, as 
Slaves. He mentions also, that four or five of the 
King of DameVs subje(5ts went on board one of the 
merchant ships, who, upon application to him, 
were brought on shore, and sent to the King 

C 2 by 
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by his Mafaboo. The Captain of the merchant 
ship said, " he kept them on bo:»r<i because 
they were drunk and sureiy we cannot doubt 
thit fa(5t> for there is not the least reason to siip^ 
pose there was any intention of keep'ng them 
on board, With inteht tocatry them away, or that 
these merchant ships were there trading for Skvcs, 
Upon this principle we may conciudc also, that 
what the Hon. Member calls a proposition, couid 
be no more than a vague conversdtion ; and such 
itdppfe^rs ib have been, from the General's own 
accouhr. It htkppened in public, when the Ge- 
neral was Upon the parade, attending the troops, 
and in presence of the MamhoSf who were the 
King of Pamelas Officers. In the course of the 
conversation on this proposition, the Masters of the 
merchantmen said, it had been done by a former 
Governor ; but the Maraboos, upon being asked^ 
said, " they did not recolle<H: that any English 
" Govertoor had complied with the request 

If this had been any thing more than a vague 
conversation, which the Gene^ al recalls to his re- 
colle&on at the end of eleven years, would he 

have 
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have taken SO little notice of the matter, as not to 
remember who were the Masters of the vessels by 
whom siich a proposition was made, or the names 
of the ships ? 

Would he at the time have mentioned it to 
the King of Darnel*^ OtEcers ? Would he not 
have iTiformed himself whether, if no English 
Governor had ever consented to such a request, 
any French Governor had ever done so ? Is it 
possible he should not at the time (though pro- 
bably after so long an interval he remembers 
little about it) have reflcdled, such an atrocious 
aft would have brought on a war with the Da- 
rnel, and put a stop to all that intercourse with 
the main land, which could not be carried on 
without that King's leave ? and without which, 
the General tells us, his garrison could neither 
have been supphed with fresh provisions nor 
water. 

But, in proof that there was nothing serious 
in this proposition, and that the ships were not 
at Goree for the purpose of buying Slaves, it 
appears from the General's account, that the 

King 
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King offered to selj twenty Slaves within three 
days, if the English Merchants would give him 
the price he asked, [twenty pounds] but it seems 
>Jonewere bought. The ships, therefore, were 
not there to purchase Slaves. 

The enormities said to be committed at Se- 
negal and Gorec, by Captain Wilson and' Mr. 
Wadstrom, were exercised by the French ; and 
if the Evidence of these Gentlemen proves any 
thing, it is, that the English did not make use 
of such infamous modes to procure Slaves, and 
that the French did. 

But a more close inquiry will shew that they 
were used neither by one nor the other. John 
Barnes, Esq» Governor of Senegal, while under 
the English dominion, and Thomas Poplet, Esq. 
an Officer in the Army, who remained there se- 
veral years, have testified, that no such pradlices 
ever take place ; that wars are never made for the 
purposes of procuring Slaves; and that such kid- 
napping is even impossible, I am ready to allow 
that the King of Darnel, and other Princes between 

the 
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the Senegal and Gamba> do cause their villages 
to be brokenup^ and their subjedls to be seized. 
But there is so evident and reasonable a way of re- 
conciling these apparently different accounts of 
the Witnesses upon this business, that I am as- 
tonished it should not strike the generality of the 
Members of this Committee ; though I am not 
surprised, that Gentlemen who seek for nothing 
but cruelty, war, and murder, should have over- 
looked it. 

Sir, it appears, both from the Evidence of the 
General and Captain Wilson, that there were re- 
gular duties or customs in the King of Darnel's 
dominions ; and Captain Wilson has heard, that 
the King's Officers had seized the boats and men 
who had refused to pay them. If Captain 
Wilson had called this seizure of the boats and 
men by the appellation of kidnapping, it would 
have helped us to a right understanding of what 
is meant by ihat term ; for, it is plain, from the 
whole of the Evidence reported to the House on 
the 4th of May, 1790, (now upon your Table) 
that this breaking up of villages, and kidnap- 
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plug, were legal modes of procedure for recover- 
ing the taxes or custdms in arrear, or the debts due 
to che King or to individuals ; which I do not 
recolkd to have been die case in any other part 
t>f the country. 

Yo« will observe, Sir, that regular annua! taxes 
are payable in these cotintries, and customs by 
ships -coming to trade. When these taxes and 
customs are in arrear or due, there must be some 
mode of colleding them. This mode appears 
to be by the King's sending his Guards to col- 
led them. We are told by Mr. Poplet, in his 
Evidence,* deHvcred before the Privy Councfi, 

that in such case, notice is given that the pay- 
ment must be made by a certain day : in case of 
failure the vIBage is broken up ; .that is, the 
King's Soldiers surround the village, and catdi ts 
many of tte inhabitants :as tliey can. They arc 
sold For Slaves, if they do not redeem themselves 
by the payment of such taxes or duties : if ith<^ 
do,they areireleased.'* Jn like manner, the far- 
ties Who owe particular sums, either to tj&eiCii^ 
•r pi^ivate persons, or .have comnmced oilencey^ 

which 

* Report of the Committee of Privy Council^ p. 1 1 . 
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which subjcd the offenders to punishmenf, SfB 
seized, and bec»ine the property of those to whom 
they owe the- money, or ^inst whom the of» 
fences have been committed. Captain Poplct, 
who was a King's Officer, says expressly, th© 
King never breaks a village but upon such occa- 
sion. The first of these expeditions the EnglisK 
Traders call war, or piUagii the seccnsd they 
have called kidnappings 

Give me leave to suppose, Sir, that any of the 
Gentlemen who have so descafited oil 

the cruelty of this mode pf proceeding, (who 
know no more of the langu^ of the Darnel^ 
^an the Gentlemen wha have told us that wart 
and kidnapping are the means of obtaining Slaves) 
should <be examined by one of the Kifig of Dk*^ 
mcl*^ Maruhoos upon this subjed — ^Ii will b^ 
l^ve to suppose it should be the Right Honou^ 
rahle Gmleman^ who has just spoken ; he cer* 
tainlf knows better than any body how taxes are* 
coUeded in this country — Suppose the Maraboa' 
should ask him how. the King of Great Bfitain 
colkded the duties cm Brandy ^ for instance, a* 

• Mr. PItU 
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commodity the people in Africa arc well acquaint- 
ed with ; and the Maraboo should be told that 
every man who brought any into this coun- 
try, should be obliged to pay a bar, or a bar an^ 
a half for every gallon he should import — the Ma- 
raboo would naturally consider such duty so hea- 
vy, as to render it very difficult to pay ; and 
would ask how it was colleded from the import 
ter, when he endeavoured to avoid the pay- 
ment, by importirg it clandestinely ? and the 
Right Honourable Gentleman was to describe the 
manner of sending sokHers on shore, or ships or 
cutters at sea, after the smugglers — would not 
the Maraboo conclude, that the King of G eat 
Britain made zvar upon his suhjeBs, in order to 
compel the payment of such duties P If the Right 
Hon. Gentleman was to describe the manner in 
which a particular person was arrested for non- 
payment of any money due to the Crown, upon 
process issuing from the Court of Exchequer, 
could he do it otherwise than by describing to 
the Maraboo how the debtor was seized and im- 
prisoned ? Ccould he use any other English word 
to ipake himself understood but kidnapped, or the 
African word so translated, in Srnegambia f I be- 
lieve. 
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lieve, no man who attentively consiJers the ac- 
count given by the Evidences examined before 
the Privy Council and the Committee of this 
House, respefling these wars, and this kidnap- 
pings but will be ready to say to him : ** mutato 
nomine^ de te fabula narratur" In one particular, 
indeed, it would be difficult for the Honourable 
Grentleman to make himself understood by the 
Maraboo : so far as the warSy or the arrest or 
kidnapping of the debt or y all would go well — but 
when the Maraboo should ask what was done ia 
England with the kidnapped person f and he should 
be told he is sent to confinement, the Maraboo 
would naturally ask if he is put in the slave hole, 
or captiverie, (as Mr.Wadstrbm calls it.) But he 
would hardly believe that no Traders ever came 
to purchase him ; and that the poor (kidnap^ 
ped) white man was kept there for ever, and 
not humanely put to death, as is the case in Africa, 
when no purchaser offers, instead of being per* 
^etually imprisone4. 

1 dare say, Sir, that the Committee will agree 
in the justice of my remarks ; and be satisfied, 
that by putting the construdion I have done, on 

D2 the 
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the wars and Hdnapplng mentioned by the Ev5« 
dences who ha^p spoken of the customs of th^ 
inhabitants of the country between the Senegal 
and the Gambia, the different accounts ^iven hy 
the Gentlemen whose Evidence is on your Tabic, 
are pe(fe(ftiy recpncileable^ ^nd are both consist- 
ent and probable ; and that wars ^ for thefurposi 
vf making Slaves, are not mde^ notr is ki4»af* 
fing a custom iJ$ Africa. 

The Honourable Mover of this question of 
the Abolition, and his Right Honourablfs Friends, 
call upon the Favourers of this Trade, which they 
describe as so horrid, so cruel^ and so infamous, 
to shew them from whence these thousands ©f 
Slaves cpme^ which are annually transported to 
America. I have shewn from whence jthey dp 
Dot come, They do not come f<om wrs or kid' 
mpping. Sir, 1 never was concerned in the 
Slave Trade, and therefore I might, without a 
blush, confess my ignorance that matter; 
but, Sir, on a subjed of so much importance, 
I have thought it my duty to make all the inqui- 
ry in my power. I find, as well by the Evidence 
taken before the Committee of the Privy Coun- 
cil, 
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as before the Committee of tHs Hoase, 
that they are brought from a va$t distance for sale; 
that they are bred for that purpose : and the 
Wrthy Kmerant Clergyman, v.'hose labours, in 
promoting the view of the Abolitionists, has 
been so justly pi^aised by the Honourable Gen- 
tkn^ who has brought forward this quest ioiig 
tells u», in his Essay on Slavery, p. 122, 123, 
They cqme from *h3 great mountains, through 
barren *ands and MospitaUle woods, at such an 
amazing distance from the coast, that the jour-* 
ney could scarcely be coTipieated m seven raooi».** 
That such Slaves are brought to be sold from 
great distance, is clear, from ail the antientHis- 
torics of Africa. The Slaves sold in the River 
Senegal, come chiefly from Gal am, nine hundred 
one thousand miles within land. This we 
learn as well from the Evidence upon our Table, 
as from the Histories of Africa. Not only the 
ingenious Gentleman, Mr. Moore, whose autho- 
rity has bee * quoted to- night by an Honourable 
Member,* tells us the same thipg ; but Smythc, 
Barbot, Adi'nson, and Marchais, concur in the 
same account. V illault tells us, that when he was 
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cm the Gold Coast, a war, which continued four 
years, entirely put a stop to Tracie^ The Direc- 
tors of the European Slaving Companies did all 
they could to accommodate matrers between 
the contending parties, to no effed. Captain 
Phillips also tells us, that on account of the wars 
thercy no Slaves could be had on the Gold CMSt» 
Marchais says, on account of the wars between 
the Kings of Whidaw and Ardra, no Slaves 
could be had at the Rio-volta. These accounts, 
^hich are ail to be found in the several Collec- 
tions of Voyages, made long before the agitation 
©f this question, are surely convincing proofs, 
tliat the Princes of Africa Jo not go to war for 
the purpose of making Slaves : the Evidence of 
Captains Penny, Eraser, Governor Dalzel, Mr.' 
Norris, in the volume on your Tabic, * are full 
to that point : and Thomas Anderson, Esq. 
particularly testifies, that on account of wars 
which lasted two years, a Bristol ship was obliged 
to wait that time, before she could purchase any. 
These Gentlemen all tell us, that the Slaves are 
brought very far from the interior of the coun- 
try. Surely, the Reverend Gentleman before 

men- 

* Evidence before the Committee of Privy Council p. 9. &. scq. 
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mentioned, will meet with credit from the Ho- 
nourable and Right Honourable Gentlemen who 
have supported the ALolklon. They will pro- 
bably excuse the zeal with which he has ixag' 
gerated the length of their march, but if it 
continued three instead of seven moons, was it 
not a im and accustomed Trade to bring dowa 
such Slaves to market ? But were the accounts of 
Wars and kidnapping to be taken in the sense those 
words have been wed in this Committee, the 
persons who set out with them would never ar- 
rive at the coast. If thousands of Slave-Mer- 
chants, a5 th?,s Reverend Gentleman tells us, 
travel a thousand miles to entrap and kidnap the 
unwary, * would it be possible these kidnapped 
people should be suffered to pass through 
those countries, which the Honourable Gentle- 
man tell us, are civilized people, to the coast, 
where the inhabitants have learned inhumanity 
from their commerce with the Europeans ? This 
surely is sufficient to prove, that a very small 
part only of the Negroes purchased by the Tra- 
ders are prisoners of war^ or what has been called 
kidnapped; and the latter will appear to be per- 
sons 

* Ciaikson's -Essay, p. 75, 
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sons who have not paid their taxes, have defraud* 
ed their creditors, or have committed some crimes 
for which they have been condemned by the Ju» 
dicature of the Country. 

I hope, Sir, what I have said upon this subjcdl 
Will satisfy the Right Honourable Gentleman* 
who called on the Friends of the Slave Trade to 
shew how Slaves are obtained ; without having 
recourse to war, to kidnapping, to fraud, or vio* 
knee. 

I cannot. Sir, help observing, that the Ho- 
nourable Member who has provoked this discus- 
sion, has painted the situation of the Slaves in 
the West Indies as unhappy and miserable; and 
that, notwithstanding the testimony of the Gen- 
tlemen, whose names have before been men- 
tioned to-night, to the contrary : Rodney, Har- 
rington, Hotham, Shuldham, Bailing, Camp- 
bell, and other Gentlemen, who are an honour 
to their Country and to human nature. These 
Gentlemen tell you the condition of the Slaves 
an the West Indies is superior to that of the 

Poor 
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Poor in this country. The Honourable Mover 
of this question has told us, he has not any in- 
tention of emancipating the Slaves in the West 
Indies ; why then state their condition as un- 
happy ? Why charge the West India Gentlemen 
with treating their Slaves with cruelty ? Why 
complain, that the Negroes are deprived of le- 
gal protection, and, by his misrepresentation of 
the situation of these people, endeavour to make 
them as unhappy as he paints them ? Can sucli 
declarations answer any purpose but to stir Up a 
revolt ? Hie Honourable Gentleman, Sir, tefl^ 
us, he has enquired into the circumstances which 
led fo the horrid massacres, and other dreadful 
mischiefs, which have happened at Saint Domin- 
go. He has satisfied himself, that they hav^ 
iiot arisen from the proceedings of himself and 
his t'riends in the Old Jewry. It is happy for* 
him^ and them, if they can so persuade them- 
selves ; they must otherwise be miserable a$ long 
as they exist. I should certainly be so, if I was 
one of cHem ; for I also have made the strictest 
enquiry into this business, and I have no doubt, 
not only that that insurredion, and those in our 

E Islands^ 
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Islands, which have happily been suppressecJ, 
have oiiginatcd from the writings and proceed* 
ings of these Gentlemen ; but that it is from 
thence, and from the successful endeavours of 
their Reverend Ambassador to the Jacobines at 
Paris,* that the decrees have passed the National 
Assembly, which have occasioned the disputes 
between the White Men and the People of Co- 
lour in that Island. The insurrection of the Ne- 
groes is attributed, by the Deputies of St. Do- 
mingOy to the Society which sprung up in the 
bosom of France, but which originated from 
Foreigners. What Foreigners could it have ori- 
ginated from, but the Honourable Gentleman's 
Friends ? It is said by them, to be owing to the 
wishes expressed bythe AbbeGregoire, " that the 
sun might soon shine on none but Freemen (an 
expression similar to that of the Hon. Gen- 
tleman, •f who has declared his wish, " that the 
day might soon arrive when all mankind may 
enjoy the blessings of liberty") — to the expression 
of a French Patriot, J who declared his wishes, 
*^that the Colonies might perish, rather than the 
principles of the Rights of Man be infringed*'— 

a wish 

* Mr. Clarkson. f Mr. Thornion. ^ Mr. Robcrspitrrc. 
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a wish not very dissimilar from that of a Right 
Honourable Gentleman * on the other side of the 
House, rsspedling the Colonies of this Country : 
and there are too many reasons to dread such de- 
clarations will be attended with similar cffeds 
in our Colonics. 

Sir, the Honourable Mover of this question 
professes much kindness to the West India Plan- 
ters, ft is for their sake$ he would prevent a 
further importation of Negroes. I believe the 
Planters do not desire his favours. There is not 
one of them who is not ready to say— 

** Timeo Danaos, et dona ferentes." 

Had the Honourable Gentleman, or the Right 
Honourable and Honourable Gentlemen who 
supported his motion for the Abolition of the 
Slave Trade, entered into a fair discussion of it, 
had they stated the Evidence on both sides with 
impartiality, I am convinced there is not a Gen- 
tleman who would have complained. I am sure, 
3ir, I would not have troubled the Committee 
upon this occasion. But when I hear the Gen- 

E 2 tlemen 
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tlemen of the other side call upon the House to^ 
support their attempt to abolish the Trade, be^ 
cause the voice of the People demand it, I can-- 
not help being astonished. I can no longer con- 
sider the Gentlemen as ading from motives of 
Justice or Humanity. An Hon. Gentlenian* 
cn the other side of the House has exposed to 
the Committee the mode in which the supposed 
sense of the People has been obtained. Gentle- 
inen, in addition to v^hax my Honourable Friend 
read to you on that subjeft, I have in my hand, a 
Letter from a very rcspe<5lable Gentleman in 
Edinburgh, in wl,iich I am informed the Reve- 
rend Gentleman who has been alluded to before, 
visited Edinburgh, Glasgow, Paisley, &c. to 
obtain Signatures to the Petition from the former 
place. The Provost and Magistrates of Edin- 
burgh, the College of Physicians, and the Mem-, 
bers of the University, were too well informed, 
to be prevailed on. I believe^ you will not find 
ten Gentlemen of Charader have put their names 
to the Petition : Sectaries, Porters, Scavengers, 
and School-Boys, will be found to make up nine- 
tenths of the people whose names appear to it ; 

and 
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and half the remainder will be found absolutely 
fictitious. But, Sir, it is not merely this mode 
of personally soliciting Petitions, that ! repro- 
bate : Sir, by far the greatest part of the Pe- 
titions were from places, where hardly any 6f 
the inhabitants can be supposed competent to 
judge upon the subjedl, even if they had the 
Evidence respecting it before them : but. Sir, 
such Petitions as have been obtained f'^ n them, 
appear to have been obtained by false representa- 
tions of the purport of that Evidence ; by garbled 
and partial accounts of it. Can Gentlemen boast 
of a regard for Humanity, or be guided by a 
love of Justice, who have been guilty of such 
pradices — I had almost said infamous pradtices ! 
But I refrain from using that epithet, from 
having heard a Right Honourable Gentleman, * 
whose integrity I used to think equal to his 
splendid abilities, avow himself one of the Com- 
mittee of the Society in the Old Jezury^ who ad- 
vised the distribution of such accounts, which 
have tended so to deceive and impose upon the 
people of this country. The Right Honourable 
Gentleman has ironically said, the West-India 

Planters 
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planters might have behaved in a similar man- 
ner, unless they are supposed to be too virtuous 
to have taken such steps. I have the happiness. 
Sir, to be much acquainted with the West-India 
Gentlemen, and, notwithstanding the sneer of 
the Right Honourable Gentleman, I am bold to 
say, that I do not believe they would have taken 
the same unfair means of imp9sing on the cre- 
dulity of the people of this country, if it would 
have obtained the unanimous yoke o( this Com- 
mittee, in reJeSfion of the motion at present be- 
fore us. 

This avowal of the means by which the Pe- 
titions on your Table have been obtained, has 
not more amazed than grieved me. It makes 
me apprehensive that some of the Gentlemen 
who support the Honourable Mover of this ques- 
tion, have much more extensive views than the 
bare Abolition of the Slave Trade. When I find 
this question supported by the Heads of the 
SeEiaries in different parts of the kingdom — 
when I learn that they preach against this Trade, 
and spread abroad false accounts of the mode of 

its 
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its being carried on, and hoivi themselves forth 
as the just and humane men who solicit the sup- 
pression of it — when I see such a correspondence 
settled between Clubs and Societies established 
in London, and the remotest villages in the king- 
dom — I cannot helpturningmy view to aneigh- 
l>ouring nation, where the same kind of cor- 
respondence has overturned the Government of 
the finest country in Europe, and deluged it in 
blood and slaughter. Flow soon may we expert 
a similar fate, if similar proceedings are not put 
a stop to ? If the Resolutions of this Commit- 
tee, or of this House, are to be governed by the 
Resolutions of Societies similar to those of 
France ; or of Petitions or Addresses obtained 
by the means of such misrepresentations as these 
Societies shall spread abroad, among those with 
whom, in the language of the Club of the fa* 
cohines, they shall be affiliated^ 

A Right Hon. Gentleman, * whose weight 
with the House is deservedly great, and whose 
abilities and eloquence are su.6icient to make the 
Ivor 5 e appear the better cause , has exerted both 

in 
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5n support of the motion. He has endeavoured 
to shew, that the Abolition cf this Trade cannot 
be injurious to our West-India Colonies, *' be- 
" ciuse it appears we are able now to keep up the 
present stock by the number of births, which, 
" upon an average in all thclslar.ds, equal, if they 
** do not exceed the deaths." But permit me to 
observe to this Committee, that if there be al- 
ready a sufficient number of Negroes in our Co- 
Ionics, this argument proves too much — there 
would be no need to abolish a Trade which 
would end of itself, because there would be no 
market for the Slaves in the \Vest Indies, and 
consequently no person would bring them over. 
If we have at present nor a sufficient number, it 
proves nothing. The consequences of not pro- 
curing more would most probably be, that i;bc 
births would again become less in number than 
the deaths: and the Right Hon.Gentleman should 
consider, that, even if the births and deaths 
should continue equal, the loss of a full-growiv 
Slave could not be repaired under eighteen or 
twenty years. The example the Right Hon. 
Gentleman produces, from the testimony of one 

of 
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of the Legislative Bodies, * that a free Negro 
will do 9S much work in two hours as a Slave 
u?ill do in ten, would be conclusive, so far as to 
induce the Planter to wish all his Slaves free, 
provided he knew how to compel or induce them 
to work afterwards longer than the two hours 
necessary for their own purposes. But I hope. 
Sir, I may be allowed also to say, that notwith- 
standing what the Honourable Mover and his 
Friends assert, respecting the severity of the la- 
bour of the Slaves in the West-Indies, the example 
the Right Hon. Gentleman cites, is a proof, that in 
the nine or ten hours tn which the Negroes work 
for their Masters, they do not do more than at 
fifth part of the work they might do, if they 
chose to labour for their Masters as for them- 
selves. At any rate, it is a proof, that whatever 
instances of severity are urged against the Owners 
of Negroes, that of severe labour is not among 
the number. 

The Right Honourable Gentleman spoke with 
contempt of the just apprehension which an Ho- 
nourable Gentleman on his left hand had ex- 
pressed, -f* that foreign nations would extend the 

F Trade 
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Trade in proportion as this country relinqMished 
it. He desires to know, where are the Mer- 
chants — where the capital with which to can y on 
such a commerce? Might not Louis the Four- 
teenth have asked the same question as to the 
manufadure of Silk, when he revoked the Edicb 
of Names ? Sir, 1 will tell the Right Hon. Gendc- 
nian where the Merchants and where the capital 
ill be found. Sir, our own Merchants will estab- 
lish themselves in Havre, Bourdeaux, Nantes, 
Dunkirk, Ostend, Copenhagen, and other places; 
and they will take their capitals, their ships, and 
their skill with them, from London, Liverpool, 
Bristol, and Lancaster ; and it is more than pro- 
bable, the manufacturers of Manchester and Bir- 
mingham will follow them. I^say Copenhagen, 
because, notwithstanding what has fallen from 
the Right Hon. Gendeman on the Treasury 
Bench, the King of Denmark has no idea of 
abolishing the Slave Trade, till there are as ma- 
ny Negroes in his Sugar Colonies as are fully 
sufficient for their cultivation;* and Denmark, as 

well 

* The Edl£l of the King of Denmark has sines been printed, 
^v'herlrby it appears, that in order to encourage the 1 ladc the Phi' 
lantkropists of this country wish to abolish, lie allows his sobjefls 
to export Sugar even in foreign bottoms, and to any country they 
think proper, in order to pay for them: he also lends the Piantcrs 
in St. Cruz money at four per cent, interest, that they may be en- 
abled to purchase them. 
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well as Spain, encourages your Merclimts to 
supply their Co onies. Sir, the proposition of 
the Hon. Gentleman to whom I last alluded, • 
(whose knowledge and abilities, at so early a pe- 
riod of life, afford the most pleasing propped 
to his country of what may be expedled from 
him, when those abilities shall be matured, and 
that knowledge increased by experience) appears 
to me to be fraught with the knowledge of com- 
merce and mankind ; he has suggested the dif- 
ficulty there will be in preventing Foreigners 
from supplying your Sugar Islands with Ne- 
groes, even should an A6t pass here to abolish 
the Slave Trade. It is with no less surprize than 
concern I heard a Right Hon. Gentleman -f* 
inform the Committee of the means he conceived 
he had in his power to prevent such supply 
he tells us, the King appoints the Governors, 
the Officers of the Revenue, and the Judges of 
the Courts of Justice. You have, he tells you, 
your Navy, with which the Islands in the We^.t 
Indies may be, as it were, surrounded ; and you 
may therefore command the Trade of the Colo- 
nies, Thus you are taught to think that the 
same attempt, which you in vain sought to ex- 

F 2 ecute 
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ccute at Boston, and which lost your American 
Colonies, may be successfully renewed in the 
West-Indies. I fancy, however, it will be found, 
that a Kings to Port Aci will not be more effica* 
cious than that by which the Port of Boston was 
attempted to be bkcked up. 

I have too good an opinion of the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman, to think such sentiments 
are the result of his serious rcjie(f\ion ; or that he 
will not acknowlcge the observations of the Right 
Hon. Gentleman opposite to him, * are so just as 
to make him abandon the idea of forcing the Co- 
lonies^ by his threats, to rnake such laws as shaD 
be recommended to them from this country. Sir, 
it carrot be doubted, thp power pf this Country 
can ruin the Colonies ; but I fancy, neither the 
mandates of a Minister, the vigilance of ^he Of- 
ficers of Revenue, unjust and time-serving Judges,, 
if such can be found, or the authority of their 
Goverpors^ will make them tamely surrender 
the rights of British subjetls without a struggle. 
ypu may certainly regulate your own commerce ; 
you may say, your oyvn subje(5ts shaU not trade to 
Africa from Great Britain; you may say, your own 
ships shall not carry Negroes to the Colonies; you 

may 
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may refuse to accept their commodities^ and aban- 
don ofu ib'trd of your commerce and your revenue : 
but you have no right to say, what shall be the 
state of the Negroes in the Culonies : you have no 
more right to make laws for the internal regula- 
tion of the Negroes in the Colonies, than the Co- 
lonies have to regulate your condud re«peding 
the management of your Poor You have encou« 
raged these Gentlemen to purchase their lands of 
Government ; you have even encouraged them to 
invest their fortunes in the cultivation of them ; 
you have encouraged not only your Merchant s^ 
but Foreigners,* to advance them money for the 
purpose of such cultivation. If you now put a 
stop to the cultivation, they have a right to come 
on you for indemnification. 

The Hon. Gentleman 1 have just alluded to, J 
has shewn you, Sir^ in the clearest manner, that 
the cause of Humanity will suffer by the at- 
i^empt to abolish the Sl^ve Trade. Und^r the 
regulations you have uiade, the mortality in the 

Middle Passage is now reduced to less than three 
per cent. Additional regulations or experience 
may render it still less. It is, however, at present 
less than the mortality on board the transport 

ships. 
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ships. I have strong reasons, however, ta 
fear the purposes of Humanity have been less ad- 
vanced by these regulations than this Committee 
can irhagine ; some faSls have come to my know- 
kdgc which show the contrary ; * and prove the 
propriety of not suffering children at the breast, 
to be accounted as one of the number of those 
who are permitted to be carried in proportion 
to the tonnage of the vessel, 

A Right Honourable Gentleman tells us the 
reason of the mortality on board the latter was 
owing to the Master of the transpoit having be- 
fore been employed in the Slave Trade. I have 
%o ask, why employ such a man ? at least, why 
did you not make his profit depend on the care 
which he took of the people he carried ? That is 
the case in the Slave Ships, If the Captain of the 

ship 

* A Cqpuin of a trading ship had a young woman with a child at 
her breajii Drought to him to purchase, which he refused, as hy the 
late regulation such child would Xtt reckoned among the number he 
was permitted to carry. Some few days after, one of his Officers 
purchased a young woman, who having a breast full of milk, and 
appearing melancholy, the Captain endeavoured, by his Linguist, 
to learn the cause; he found that this poor woman was the same 
be had refused some little time before Her Owner had taken her 
away, murdered the infant, and brought her back without the 
child. The gentle Abolitionists may glory in their humanity. 
The barbarous Slave Captain told the story with the most lively 
sentiments of r.-grct. 

If this horrid iransaftion happened in consequence of Regula- 
tion, and many oihers of the same sort will undoubtedly happen, 
which we shall know nothing of, the consequences of Abulition will 
be a thousand times worse ; in proof of which we refer to the 
Histories of Africa, the Evidence on your Table, and the AflBda- 
vit annexed. 
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ship docs not carry his Slaves safe to market, 
his profits are proportionably diminished : but 
I am told the Master of the transport was to 
have eighteen pounds per head for the Convids 
he carried, whether tiiey lived or died ; whi«li 
certainly was not calculated to induce him to 
take more than ordinary care of their health. 

Sir, the jaundiced eye gives every thing it be- 
holds a yellow tint. We may therefore suppose 
the Gentlemen who call themselves Abolitionists, 
have not seen every thing in its proper and na- 
tural colour; but when a Right Honourable 
Gentleman, who seems to be one of the heads 
of the party ; who calls himself the Man of the 
People; avows intentional misrepresentation; we 
ought to be particularly attentive to what is ad- 
ranced fro.n that quarter. The Honourable 
Gentleman who made the motion before ydu, 
has endeavoured to interest the passions of the 
Committee and not their judgments* He tells 
you the Negroes are driven in the field, and 
whipped like cattle, and are often branded and 
used with extreme cruelty. There are many 
Country Gentlemen in the House who have seen 
their cattle worked in the fields here, who will 
tell us that the Waggoner or Ploughman gene- 
rally 
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rally finds the crack of the whip sufficient for all 
his purposes. They will tell you, their cattle 
are branded too. This is a step not arising from 
cruelty, but to prevent the cattle from being 
stolen : why will they suppose any other reason 
for the Planters marking their new Negroes, 
who cannot tell their Owners names ? 

When the executioners were murdering 
Don Carlos, the Infant of Spain, ihey told him 
it was all for his good. The Gentlemen who are 
for destroying the Planters tell us the same. 
They quote Mr. Long, to shew us that in 1775 
ihc Planters were fearful of importing Negroes 
from a particular part of Africa ; the persons so 
imported were rebellious, and had been the au- 
thors of sundrjr insurrections. * These Negroes 
were generally called Cormanteics. Mr. Long 
did not then kobvf why these Negi'ocs were more 
turbulent than others. A further knowledge of 
the country and its history has? since in^rrticd 
us, they were really prisoners of war. There was 
a little before that period a war between the 
King of /ishantee and Akim ; a number of both 

were, 

* Mr. Long also olwcrved, that the number of Negroes then 
imported were three times as many as in former years; and there- 
fore thoaght, with reason, the number of new* Negroes too many 
to be imported at once, in proportion to the Creole Negroci on 
the inland ; a reason which no longer exists. 
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were, contrary to the common custom of the 
country, sold to the people of Fantin, instead of 
being murdered. The Planters, as soon as they 
knew who these people were, refused to pur- 
chase them : they even in 1774 framed a law, 
laying a duty on the importation of Negroes 
above certain ages, which was rejected by the 
King in Council, as injurious to that commerce, 
which they now wish to destroy. 

Sir, it has been judiciously observed by a 
Right Honourable Gentleman, * that before the 
iate regulations, the Merchants concerned in the 
Trade to Africa, complained that their commerce 
would be ruined, if these regulations took place. 
They now, however, find their profits have 
increased. The Planters, says the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman, will, perhaps, find that the 
Abolition will be advantageous to them. But if 
the Right Hon. Gentleman will seek the reason 
why the predidion of the African Merchantis is 
not verified, he will find that they have saved 
themselves, by raising the price of the Slaves 
on the Planter twenty-five per cent, and the 
Planter, by having, for two years past, found 
the price of all the produce of his lands in- 

G creased, 
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creased, has been enabled to give such advanced 
J)} ire without being ruined. 

Measures, Sir, however, arc now tak- 
ing, which will deprive the Planter of that 
advantage. I am told the Right Honourable 
Gentleman means to prevent Sugar in particular, 
from continuing at a high price. — Instead of 
waiting the regular diminution of the price, from 
an increase of produce, which is always the con- 
sequence of a scarcity, we are told " we will de- 
prive you of the means of increasing your culti- 
vation ; but you shall sell us the commodity 
cheaper than heretofore.'* Thus said the Egyp- 
tian Task-masters of old—" There shall no straw 
be given you, yet shall ye deliver the tale of 
bricks as hc-etofore." Sir, I am sorry to be 
obliged to observe, that every species of misin- 
formation and misrepresentation, which ingenuity 
can furnish, or invent, is given to this Committee. 
It has appeared in Evidence, as well before this 
House as before the Committee of Privy Council, 
and it his evident from all the histories of Africa, 
that human sacrifices are much diminished on the 
coast ; and the people are in some degree civi- 
lized by their intercourse with the Europeans ; 

but 



( 43 ) 

but that such sacrifices still exist in the interior 
part of the country. To induce you to discre- 
dit these circumstances, you are told, that every 
thing is now savage on the coist^ and that the 
interior of the country is civilized. You are told. 
Sir, of savage ads of barbarity committed by 
Captains of slave ships, and the account of the 
murders and sacrifices of the natives by their 
Princes is diminished to an isolated fad, of a 
Negro man's banging his young Slave, who had 
run away from him three times, in Africa. In- 
stead of the man thus riddi tg himself of his 
Slave, by hanging him, the Witness, Captain 
Fraser, says he was put to death in a most cruel 
manner: his Master began, by cutting oif his 
bands at his wrists, then his arms at his elbows, 
and then the stumps from his shoulders ; he af- 
terwards began to cut off the feet at the ancles ; 
the rest of the joints, and finished with cutting 
his head off." By the account of this boy being 
merelj hanged, the Hon. Gentleman has sought to 
withdraw the attention of the Committee from 
the instances of horrid African cruelty. In like 
manner, the Evidence of Governor Miles, Gov. 
Weuvcs, Gov. Dalzel, and Governor Devaynes, 

G 2 now 
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now on your Table, as to the sacrificing the 
Negroes, is passed over in silence. The te >iiniony 
of these Gentlemen on this head is positive. Mr. 
Norris, of his o\\'n knowledge, assures us, that 
thousands are thus annually sacrificed in the king- 
dom of Dahomy : that he has seen at the gates 
of the King's palace, piles of heads, like shot 
in an arsenal ; and the heads of persons newly 
put to death, strewed in the passage to the 
King's apartment : that in general the persons 
thus massacred, are those refused to be purchas- 
ed. The roof of the palace is decorated with a 
prodigious number of human sculls ; and so far 
is this Prince from making war to obtain Slaves, 
that the phrase in use, when he is going to war, 
. is, " the palace wants thatching" 

It is not because our Opponents have an aver- 
sion to describe such bloody scenes, but to mis- 
lead the judgment of the Committee, that they 
have omitted to paint those horrid pidures of 
murders, crttelty, and sacrifices, which humani- 
ty must shudder at, and which must make every 
Member of the Committee wish the unhappy 
inhabitants removed from the country where they 
arepradised, to another where their lives arc 

safe. 
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safe, and where it appears, from the most rc- 
spedlable Evidence, they are treated with kind^ 
ness and bumanity. Give mc leave, Sir, to say 
that such condud is equally contrary to Justice 
and humanity^ virtues to which cur Opponents 
make such exclusive claims. Is not, Sir, the i///- 
pression of truth as unjust as false suggestions ? 
I beg leave to say, we have proof that several 
of our Opponents arc guilty of both. But a- 
mong other ads of injustice and cruelty, may 
we not rank that of accusing people^ and blast- 
ing their reputation, without giving them an 
opportunity of defending themselves? Such, 
Sir, has been the condud of the Abolitionists. 
The Planters and African Merchants have been 
accused of shameful cruelties, on the representa- 
tion of people who appear, on the face of their 
accounts, to be ignorant y prejudiced, or unwor- 
thy of credit ; upon the bare relation of such 
improbable accounts, not given upon oath; 
(a circumstance, perhaps, unknown to the 
people who have been betrayed into presenting 
the Petitions on your Table and which accounts 
are contradided by men of the first charadcr 
in the kingdom.) Are the fortunes and reputation 

of 
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of the Planters and Merchants of this kingdom 
to be put in hazard r — I say, Sir, put in hazard, 
fof whatever the Committee may determine, 
there is no doubt, but before any Bill which 
may be brought into this House shall pass into 
an A6i, so serious a branch of the commerce 
ef this country will not be destroyed or aban- 
doned, without a more solemn and serious 
inquiry being made before the other branch of 
the Legislature, who will examine persons 
upon oathy who are competent to give them in- 
formation; and will properly ^/Jcr/Vw/W^ be- 
tween the credibility of the persons testimony 
who they shall examine. 

I have not said much respedting the impolicy 
and imprafticability of the measure proposed; nor 
shall I enlarge upon them. An Hon,. Member,* 
who is much better qualified than 1 am to call 
your attention to those points, has shewn you 
how much Humanity will suffer by your aban- 
doning a commerce to nations over whom you 
have no controul, which (under the wise regu- 
lations you have already made, and others 
which you may make hereafter, if necessary) 
will be carried on with every degree of attention 

to 

* Mr. Jcnkinson. 
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to the health and happiness of the objcds of It. 
Thai Honourable Gentleman has also pointed 
out to you the only rational mode by which the 
Abolition of the Trade can be effedled, which 
is by increasing the births in the Islands ; and 
for that purpose, the importation of Females. 

Before I conclude, permit me. Sir, to reply to 
what has fallen from the Honourable Mover of 
this question, with resped to the accusations he 
has preferred against some Captains of ships ia 
the Slave Trade. Sir, the Honourable Mover 
piques himself upon his regard to Humanity and 
Justice^ I am sorry, Sir, to say, in these accusa- 
tions he has shewn himself actuated neither by 
one or the other. 

Sir, by the humanity of our laws, no man is 
considered as guilty till he is put upon his de- 
fence, and legally proved so ; yet. Sir, a number 
of people have been accused of horrid crimes 
and cruelties, without any such proof. This 
condu<5(. Sir, is equally inhuman and unjust; 
and if, upon inquiry, the Honourable Gentle- 
man should find that his accusations are unjust 
and calumnious, what recompence can he make 
to the parties he has injured, who have been no- 

minallv 
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mlnally held up to public detestation and abhor- 
rence? Sir, when the Honourable Gentleman 
made these horrid charges, I could not refrain 
from feeling those sentiments of indignation 
which warped my judgmenr, so far as to incline 
me to give my vote against the Trade, where 
such cruelties could be praAised ; but relieving 
on the misrepresentations which have been be- 
fore made by the Society of Abolitionists, I first 
doubted of the truth of the accusations; and then 
was led to consider that, if true, and fairly proved, 
they were no more a reason for putting a stop 
to the Slave Trade, than the cruelties pra6Vised 
by a Brownrig^ is a reason for preventing poor 
children being placed out apprentices. But, Sir, 
I am free to own, I do not believe the fads as 
stated. If true. Sir, what have they to do with 
a well regulated Trade ? Why are the persons 
who have been guilty, not brought to condign 
punishment ? If your laws are not sufficient to 
punish such offenders, shame on your laws ! 
you ought to amend them. If they are, wl^f 
are they not executed ? I know, however, the 
laws are sufficient to punish murders committed 
on the high seas. Nothing remains then but to 

prove 
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prove the fafls, ftnd punish the guilty persons t 
indeed^ tf the persons accused should now he put 
upon their country, I fear they are so far prt^ 
judged f that I doubt how they have a chance of 
a fair and candid trial. Unless the fa6ts are fairlf 
proved, I will not, I cannot believe them : and 
that they are false, I am the more incFmed to be« 
lieve, firom the Honourable Gentleman's inform- 
ing us, that the former Owners of the ships 
fhose people commanded continue to employ 
them. 

The Honourable Gentleman, in the ^me 
^ow of eloquence with which he has afieded 
us this night, by the horrid tales of cruelty said 
to be committed by Captains of ships in the 
Slave Trade f shocked his hearers with accounts 
of cruelties committed by the same sort of 
Traders last year : * I allude. Sir, to the story of 
the war between the Towns of Oi^ and New Cal-^ 
lebar. Upon a full inquiry, the story proved 
false, and fabricated. This circumstance, I 
should think, Sir, would have induced the Ho- 

H nourable 

* There was anoiber stoiy told at the tame time, of a chili 
whoK f«ct were pu( i))to hot |rat^, to fhtte thf sweUiii^-«l tiwiQ. 
A'Sihough the Cook put his finger into the water (without Kalding 
it) md told the barbarous Slave Captam the water wu too hot, he 
persisted in potting the child's feet in, and scalded ojf its nails. 
The Men^r who told this ahurd story yrt\ angry u being lavghtd ui» 
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nourable Gentleman to h^xvc paused a lit tie, be- 
fore he had suffered his humanity to have run 
away with his judgment, and his regard to the 

first principles of justice. 

The Honourable Gentleman ought at least to 
have obtained and stated something like Evi- 
dence, as to the truth of the fafts, before he ac- 
cused individuals of crimes which affedt their 
lives — fads which his statement may prevent a 
fair investigation of in a Court of Justice, and 
so far operate on the minds of the persons who 
may be summoned to try these fadts, as to put 
the accused in a situation which may endanger 
his life/romthe prejudice thus raised against him: 
and the Right Hon. Gentleman might, perhaps, 
easily have found such Evidence, if the horrid 
story of the murder of the woman on the Middle 
Passage is founded in truth. I believe. Sir, by 
the Regulation Bill of last year, the Surgeon of 
the ship is obliged to give aij^ account, upon 
oatbg of the number of deaths, and by what 

diseases^ or from what cause such deaths have 

' I- 

happened, during the voyage. If the Surgeon 
©f the ship has given such account of the trcat- 
ment of the Negro girl, and of her coming to 
* - her 

i . ■ f ■ .-s ' . . . . 
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her death from such cause as stated by the Ho- 
nourable Gentleman, I cannot conceive you 
would have heard a complaint, of Capt. Kimber, 
the accused person^ being at large in this king- 
dom. • I have no doubt but the Magistrates, at 
the port where he sold his Slaves, would have 
committed him to gaol, and he would have been 
tried f and if found guilty^ would have suffered 
the punishment due to his crime. 

Sir, I must own I feel it as an adt of great 
cruelty and injustice, that the property^ the 
lives, and the reputations of men, and of Gen- 
tlemen, should be affedted by tales told by peo- 
ple of every description, not sandtioned by oaih 
— and that such tales (which, when told by the 
relaters of them in their own language, no cool 
or dispassionate man could credit) should be as- 
^sumed as fatlSy pro ved^ ascertained^ and argued up- 
on, by Gentlemen of such abilities as the Hon. 
Mover and Right Hon.Supporters of the question 
before us this night. Equally unjustifiable Is it in 
the Hon. Gentleman to bring forth stories, by 
way of surprising this Committee into a vote in 

H 2 con- 

* If ttie Surgeon of the ship has formerly given a idifferent ac- 
count of the child's death, upon oath, from that which he now 
swears to, whichever account is true, be is guilty of pe ijury. 
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(onsequmt of them; when the partlot to be 
offend by it in their froftrtm^ to an immen^ 
amount, have no chance of replying to, or €oq« 
tradiding them* 

Even while I am speaking* Sir, convldion 
Bashes on my mind, that the stones of what pass- 
ed in Callebar cannot be true ! What, Sir, ships 
from/different ports conibining to fire on people, 
in a populous and defenceless town, on the most 
frequented part of the Coast, to oblige the na* 
tiyes to sell their Slaves at a lower price than 
chey iirhose to demand for them ! which mu$t 
not only be a probable means of preventing their 
o|c>tainiog any Slaves at al}, but must have stop« 
ped all Trade there in future. The fiift is so in- 
Credible, that I cannot hesitate, Sir, to pronounce 
it a shameful calumny ; and I am surpri^ the 
HpnoMrable Gentleman f has offered himself to 

be deluded into the belief of it a moment, "f* 

Sir, 

♦ Mr. Wilberforcc. 

t It is now known tbat the whole of this tale originated from 
the people of the town having obtained the gopds which were 
l>rought for trade, under t pronuse to dcHver s suaiher of Slaves 
ait a certain price. They afterwards refused to comply ^tb their 
l>argain, or retam the teeds : in consequence of which the Cap- 
tains of the ships ordered some guns to be fire^ over the towni to in- 
timidate the inhabitants, which had the desired rffe(l^ but no per- 
•cn was either kilk(i or wounded. 
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Sir, I cannot consider the reason given by the 
honourable Gentleman X for not prosecuting the 
persons he supposes tcr have been guilty of such 
atrocious crimes, as sufficient to induce the Ho- 
nourable Gemieman to decline bringing the ac« 
cuscd persons to trial — he conceives " they ought 
jnot to be punished for crimes which the Trade 
they arc in tempts them to commit" — a Trade 
which the Legislature of the Country has coun- 
renanced, or encopraged. Sir, I cannot suppose 
such a pka would be thought sufficient by the 
Honourable Gentleman, if advanced by people 
who rob their Masters, in order to purchase or 
insure tickets and sli>ares of tickets in the Lottery^ 

For these reasons, Sir^ I shall most heartily 
support the motion of my Honourable Friend,* 
for the Chairnmn's leaving the Chair. 

Sir, it 1$ clear to me, from every page of his- 
tory, that the Emancipation of persons in 
Slavery is not to be accomplished hastily. A 
Right Honourable Gentleman -f- observed, that 
the people of this country were once in the same 
abjed state with the inhabitants of Africa — sold 

as 

J Mr. Wllberforce. ♦ Mr. Jcnkiuson. f Mr. Pitt. 
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as Slaves, and transported to foreign countries. 
Such saky indeed, was one of the means of their 
civH'ization : a few of them perhaps returned to 
their native country, probably with some degree 
of information, and knowledge of civilized life. 
The situation in which the people are now on the 
Coaft of Africa, is such as the natives of these 
kingdoms zvere /;/, one thousand years ago : some 
of them were Slaves so attached to the soil, that 
they could not be sold from it: others were 
absolutely in the disposal of their Masters. The 
one were called Villains regardant ; the other Fil- 
lains in gross.T\\\%i Sir, I say, is nearly the fituation 
of the Negroes in Africa ; it appears clearly, 
from the Evidence on your Table, that some 
of the Slaves there arc what the Witnesses call 
FoPiily Slaves, whose Masters have no right to 
dispose of them ; the others they may sell as 
they please. Let any Gentleman recoiled, how 
many hundred years elapsed before the condition 
of the people were changed, and Fillanage worn 
out in this kingdom, after the sale of the inha- 
bitants to foreigners ceased ; and he must be con* 
vinced of the futility of abolishing such Trade 
or intercourse with Africa; and the justice of my 

Hon. 
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Hon. Friend^s observations will be evident — that 
the only rational mode of ubolishing the Slave 
Trade, is to increase the population in the West 
Indies ; and that the mode of doing so, in the 
speediest and most effcdual manner, is by in- 
creasing the importation of young women. When 
by that means you have as many Negroes in the 
Colonies as you have occasion for, the Trade 
to Africa for them will end of course- This 
\yill be a gradual Abolition^ and the only mode 
by which a gradual Abolition can take place, 
consistent with Justice or Hufnanity. In time, 
tiiis will also abolish ♦Jot/ — for it is an abuse 
of the word, to call the condition of the Negroes 
in the West-Indies, Slavery, 

There was an observation made by an Ho- 
nourable Gentleman upon the floor,* which, I 
own, gave me pleasure — it was relative to thc^ 
probable advantages that the Negroes in the 
West-Indies might reap if the Honourable Mem- 
ber, and the Honourable Mover of the Proposi- 
tion before the Committee, were to visit the 
West-Indies : the Hon. Gentleman seemed to fear 
they ,would not be able to be of any advantage to 
ihose whose lot they deplore, i own I am much 

of 

* Mr. SaiiUi. 
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6f the same opinion, but perhaps for a different 
reason. From what appears upon the face of the 
Evidence before us, I do not think their condi^ 
fion stands in any great need of amelioration | 
but I can tell the Hon. Gentlemen what benefk 
they will reap from the voyage, especially if the/ 
will go round by Africa, In the first place, the 
Hon. Gentleman, * whose eouch is watered whk 
his tears, and whose sleep is intemrpted, firom rc- 
fledting on the miserable situation and distresses 
of the people in Africa, m consequence cf the 
horrors committed by the Masters of Sla^ 
ships, and the Slave Trade ; will b^ restored Uy 
his natural rest and peaceful slumbers : and the 
other Honourable Gentleman-j- will either be eon^ 
vinced that he and his hmWy may again make 
1386 of Sugar, without considering themselves 
swallowing the blood of those who made it; and 
with more satisfaction enjoy the wealth which 
he possesses, and which many people suppose 
to have been acquired by dealing in that very 
commodity ; or he will be convinced of the justice 
of the opinions he now entertains, and atone for 
the former gulU of suck traffick, by appropriating 
the fortune so unjustly obtained to pious uses, 

• Mr. Wilberforcc. + Mr, SmiUu 
FINJS. 



A P P E K D I X* 



As it has beet! ilflerted) by the perfmii t^ho call 
themfeives The Friends to the Abolition of the 
Slave^Trade, that fach Trade is cruel^ bloody^ 
and utijuft; and that the Africans dre a pe^c^^ble 
and happy people, except when induced to wage 
war with each other by the Etlropeins i As ih^ 
Gentlemen who have fct themfeives againft this 
TrafRck, have fdeded from the evidence km^bt 
before the Committee of the Houfe laft year 
fach accounts as htfk anfwered their pui'pofe^ 
of inducing a belief that fuch enbrmitiel ar^ 
conimitted as make the putting i ftop to that 
Commerce an ad of juftice : And as the Weft 
India Plantets and African Merchants have an- 
tlgorilftk who are capable of mifreprefenting fads 

H in 
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in fuch a manner as to dazzle and miflead their 
hearers, they trull in the juftice and impartiality 
of the Member^ pf the Ho\ife of Coppmon^^ tq 
refer to the teftimony of the Gentlemen who ap» 
peared before the Committee of the Privy Conn- 
cil) which 1' impo£ible they can read with at- 
tention without being convinced. 

I. That wars in Africa are never entered into 
for the purpofe of fiial^ing prifoner$ to fdl to the 
^utQpeans. 

II. That the parts cf the country where the 
Ipluropcans trade have made confiderable ap- 
proaches to civilization* 

IIJ^, That the NcgTocs whp arc within reach 
t^f a Comncicrcial In^crcourfe with the inbabitantsf 
of the Coaft of ^arbary, are, and always have 
been, in a habit of trading with them, and 
felling them Slaves, for the purpofe? of felling 
tbcm to the Mahomedans, to fcryc in their 
fcraglios, and other vile purpofes. 

IV. That 
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IV» That the greater part of the people rcfi- 
^ent in the interior parts of Africa breed Slaves 
far fale, which fa£t is molt indifputably proved*. 

* 

V» That Dcfore the intercourfe of the people 
on the Wcftern Coaft with the Europeans^ thcf 
vfed to facrifice and e^t one another* 

VI. That fuch favage cuftoms are leiS^ned in 
a confiderable degree ilnce fuch intercourfe^ and 
there is reafon to believe will continue to diminiih 
gradually^ if fuch intercourfe is continued* 

VIL That if the TrafEck is aboliflied, there 
i# tj|^e ilronged reafon to believe the enormities 
abpve-mcntioned will be renewed, and confe- 
quently that the Promoters of the Abolition of 
the Slave-Tradc will be the immediate inftiu- 
ments of the majpTacreSy murders, and facrificcs 
which the African Trade at prefent has, in fome 
meafure, prevented, and would undoubtedly put 
a flop (o, if continued. 
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Nosi^ of the perfons esramined either by the 
Committee of the Privy Couhcil, or of the 
Houficof Commons> have gif en th^ir teftimohy 
t}pon oath : — Perfons of the lowed clafs^ com- 
mon failors^ who have ruti from thetr (hips, 
difcar<kd f^rgeons of African fliipsi and other 
perfons unworthy of behef^ feem to have had tlis 
fame degree of credit given to them and their 
tales as have been annexed to the candid accounts 
of Gentlemen who have long refided on theC|»aft 
in public capacities^ to Merchants of reputation, 
and Captains of ihips^ who are ready to atted on 
oath every thing they have aflerted. 

One Gentleman, of the latter defcription, who 
was not in England laft year when the witneffcs 
were examined before the Committee of the 
Houfe of Commons, has thought proper to give 
the following account upon oath« 
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William Craig HARBORNEy of Liverpool, 
m the county of Lancaihire, being fwom on 
the Holy Evangelifts of Almighty God, mak- 
eth oath, and faith. That he this Deponent 
hath been concerned and engaged in the Trade 
to Africa, principally from the Fort of Liver- 
pool, for upwards of twenty years laft paft ; 
and having fcen accounts of the manner of 
carrying on fuch Trade, and of the manners 
and cudoms of the natives of that country, 
(which appear to him very different from the 
truth,} which have been circulated through 
this kingdom, to induce people to join in fo- 
liciting the Legiilature to abolifh fuch Trade, 
as inconfiftcnt with the principles of juftice 
and humanity; he hjii been induced, from a 
regard to the caufc of truth and juftice, to 
his own reputation and that of other mariners 
and merchants concerned in fuch Trade, to 
declare in the moil folemn manner, from his 
knowledge and intercourfe with the inhabi- 
tants of the Coaft, that much the greater num- 
ber, both of thofe on the coaft and the interior 
parts of the country, are Slaves; and that a 

I very 
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very dcfpoiic authority and cruel treatment 
arc cxcrcifed over the generality of thofe who 
arc confldcrcd as above that rank by their 
fuperiors; and this deponent, in order to give 
to the public a juft idea of the condition of the 
inhabitants of Africa, faith, about the year 
1780, being on board the Ihip MoI)y> John 
Kendall, mafter, bound from Liverpool to 
Annamaboe, in Africa, in quality of furgcon; 
the faid ihip in her voyage down flopped at a 
part of the Coaft called ApoUonia, in order to 
purchafe gold; and foctie time after the faid 
ihip was brought to an anchor, the Governor 
pf the Fort (Mr. Lomax ) came oa board and 
told this Deponent, that there had been a great 
facrifice among the Negroes, before the arri- 
val of the faid fhip: he informed this Depot- 
nent in convcrfation that the former principal 
Cabolhier, named he believes Hamacrec, was 
dead, and that his fucceflbr had made what is 
called Cu/Iom, that is facrificed to him, or fupr 
plied him with, provifions, wives, Icrvants, 
&c. to attend upon him in the other world ; 
and this Deponent fuith. That the defcription 

given 
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given him by Mr. Lomax of this ceremonf 
was to the following elfcdl : -—That a great 
pit was dug, iti whfch were put various pro*- 
vifions, animal and rcgetable, and different 
kinds of liquors ; and to the beft of faid Depo- 
nent's recolledbion, an hundred of the hand« 
fomeft of the natives, men, women, and young 

4 

people of both fexes, were placed round the 
pit — That, on a iignal given, a man went 
round and knocked them ai) on the head, fa 
that they fell into the pity which was after- 
wards filled up with earth — That one of the 
muficians, who was to have attended, being 
prevented by ficknefs, he was fent for, and 
his throat cut, and he was thrown into the 
pit with the others to play mufic to the dc" 
ceafed Cabolhier in the other world, 

And this Deponent further faith, He is well 
acquainted with the countries of Calabar and 
Bonny, where as great a number of Slaver 
are pu chafed as on any part of the coaft, and 
that the inhabitatits of thofc towns are fre- 
quently at war with their neighbours, th* 

I % Cwek 
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Creek and Andony men ; and this Deponent 
faith, That he well knows they frequently 
facrificc the prifoners they take in thc(e wars, 
becaufe, when walking through the town of 
Bonny » he has been obliged to hold his noPe 
and dop his breath, to avoid the horrid llench 
of the mangled putrefying limbs hung up in 
the facred or confecrated hut, called by them 
the Jao-Jao Houfe. 

And this deponent further faith. That 
being at Calabar, in or about the year 1786, 
a time when the Creek and Calabar people 
were at war, he went on board a Liverpool 
Ihip belonging to Meflrs, Hodgfons, com- 
manded by Captain Sutton, a gentleman of 
very good chara<fler, who informed the De- 
ponent (what he had before heard was their cuf- 
lom) that thofc people facrifice, cut up, cook 
and eat their prifoners, and drink the broth 
made of them in public boilers, and this 
Deponent has been told and believes they 
fometimes even drink the blood of their 
enemies ; and Captain Sutton alfo told this 

Deponent, 
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Deponent, that he would on lliorc meet the 
women and children with this broth in their 
gourds or calabaihes, and this Deponent 
going on fliore with the faid Captain Sutcoa, 
faw the boiler, and a number of the boces 
faid to be the remains of thofe prifoncrs ; 
Captain Sutton further informed this Depo- 
nent, that, on remonftrating with the Cabo« 
ihier, named Hammacree, on fuch \phuman 
doings, he only replied that be did not eat 
man himjelf, only the other man did ; and this 
Deponent further faith, that in about fifteen 
years acquaintance with the Bonny and Cala- 
bar Trade, he never remembers an inftance, 
in which the inhabitants ibid any of fuch 
pri Toners, although he has been informed, 
that a part of fuch prifoners arc fometimes 
fold, and their lives thereby faved. And this 
Deponent further faith, that he faw the late 
Warry, King of Bonny, come on board the 
Ihip where he was, that he no fooner en- 
tered the ihip, than the canoe dropped ailern 
with a poor fellow ; that after running a knife 
m his belly, they toiled him out of the canoe 

among 
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among the fhtjrks, who devoured hiriit Th^C 
another time he, this Deponent^ faw a triaJ 
by the watei ordeai : an inhabitant of Bonny 
named Jamaica, who this Deponent believes^ 
was Chief Commander of the war canoes of 
the place, was accofcd of poifoning a princr- 
pal man of the town, named John Tillibo^ 
which faid Deponent underflands and verily 
believes, is often done fecretly under the 
Jao, Jao ; the accufers and the accufed were 
condemned to f«^im acroft a creek which 
abounded with (harks, in. attempting which, 
0T>c of the accufers was carried away or de- 
voured by the Iharks, and the accufed con* 
fcc^uently acquitted. 

And this Deponent further faith^ when he 
hit Annamaboc in the year 1789, the per- 
fbn employed by this Deponent as his bro- 
ker, to examine the gold brought for fale^ 
which is often counterfeit, or of bafe alloy^ 
Ramed yello^ Adam> happening to die of a 
confumption, an old woman, who was his 
aunt, was fufpedted of being the caufe ; oi> 

account 
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account of which (he was well informed, 
and verily believes) they cut her up into 
pieces, fo that her fieih looked like meat in 
a butcher's ihambles ; and although the price 
of two ilaves was offered for this old woman, 
as faid Deponent was informed, and believes 
to be true, they would not fell her. 

And this Deponent further faith. That he 
is convinced by the cagernef?, which the 
flaves in general appeared to him to ihew, to 
be purchafcd when they are brought on 
board, they are apprehcniivc of a worfc fate 
if not fold 5 and this Deponent faith, that be 
is perfedly convinced that they eat each 
other, becaufe it is not uncommon for thofc 
that are fold, to appear to entertain appre- 
henfions of being eaten by their purchafers, 
but, when from kind treatment and the at- 
tention paid to their health, and accommoda- 
tion and comfortable living on board, fuch 
apprehenfions are removed, they arc quite at 
cafe, and cheerful and happy. 



And 
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And this Deponent further faith, That 
whatever room they may have to flcep in, 
when on board in the middle paffage, he 
frequently obferved that they croud together 
as clofe as they can, for the fake of warmth, 
and has often taken fteps to prevent it. 

And this Deponent further faith. That 
cxclufivc of the fadts above-mentioned, (ex- 
cept what he learned from Governor Lomax,) 
which depend on his own perfonal knowledge, 
he has been informed by other pcrfons, both 
Whites and Blacks, whom he has known on 
the coaft, and whom he conceives to have 
been worthy of credit, and whofe information 
he verily believes to be true, that the Cabo- 
ihiers. Kings, or principal Men in general, 
often from cbriety, caprice, or amufement, 
cruelly torture or put to death their Depend- 
ants and Slaves, and fometimes in their walks, 
to fhew their dexterity, cut off the heads of 
people, or with poignards ftab them down by 
the collar bone into the bread, endeavouring 

to 
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fo penetrate the heart, or pradifc other wair* 
ton ads of cruelty on the innocent paflcngcrs. 

That he has been particularly informed by 
Governor L.omax, and believes, that it it 
cuftomary in the country about the Cape 
Apollonia, for peopk to be put to death by 
their Matters and Chiefs, in confcqutncctrf 
dreams, or fuppofed crhncs, or from caprice 
That the faid Governor had often remon« 
(Irated with the before-mentioned Caboihtess 
on fuch horrid cruelties. 

JVnd this Deponent faith. That he was in« 
formed by a Mr. Martin, fecond mate of che 
faid fhip Molly, Captain Kendall, and be- 
lieves it to be truei that among other sl&% Of 
cruelty he, the faid Martin, faw a man at one 
of their feftivah put to death by binding his 
hands and feet, and throwing him on the 
fcorching lands, where he was put to death, 
by mangling him with a jagged knife at inter- 
vals, in order to cut off his head, fo that fae 

K lay 
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lay rolling and writhing in unfpcakablc tor- 
ments, for a confiderable time, before he ex- 
pired, while they were finging and making 
merry, drowning his cries with the noifc they 
made in exultation ac his mifery. 

And this Deponent faith. That the follow- 
ing circumftances were related to him by Dr. 
Richard Grogan, a phyfician, he believes now 
living at Limerick in Ireland, which he, this 
Deponent, doubts not the faid Dr. Grogan 
will be ready to teftify, to wit. 

That about the year 1782, clofc under th« 
walls of the Engliih Fort, at Cape Coaft, or 
Anamaboe, which, from the Commerce of the 
Europeans, is one of the ihoft civilized pzm of 
the Coaft, a child dying fuddenly, its death 
was imputed to forcery or witchcraft, which 
was charged on a poor old woman, who, with 
hei* whole family, was condemned to deftruc- 
tjon : — The lives of thirty of them however 
were faved, by being fold to the fhips Having 

there ; 
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there; — ^tbrce of her fons were fold to the bc- 
forementioned Captain John Kendall^ of the 
Molly; on board which ihip the faid Dr* 
Qrogan then aded as furgeon : one of them* 
who fpoke Englift, interceded with Captain 
Kendall to try to favc his mother's life, by 
purchafing her, who humanely made ufc of 
his endeavours, by fending on fliore an Officer, 
with orders to give any price that (hould be 
aiked for her, although fhe would not be 
worth the expence of the freight in the Weft 
Indies ; but the firft objcdt he faw on landing 
was the bloody head of the woman placed in a 
wooden diih^ and borne on the head of her 
own fiftcr, whom they obliged to proceed with 
it to the public market-place. 

He was informed, that fuppofing the Maf- 
ters of the fhips would not give any thing for 
her, though they were advifed by the Govcr* 
nor of the Fort to carry her to them, they cut 
off her head at the very gate of the Fort, and 
caufed it to be carried through the town. 

K 2 i^nd 
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And this Deponent faith. That, from tlVer 
above circumtences^ und many others, 
verily believes that wars,which are frequent in- 
Africa, are not made for the purpofe of pro-- 
curing Slaves,, though in inftances it has bcea 
&id to happen ; and he is convinccd,^ that if 
the Trade fliduld be fuddenly aboKihed by the 
Europeans, many thoufand of people would be 
facrificed or pot ta death, who are now favcd 
and placed in very comfortable fituations, and 
they and their ofispring are made happy, and 
many of them brought to the knowledge of 
God and the doiftrines of Chriflianity ; and 
that the unqualified abolition of the Tfade„ 
would, in his opinion, be injuring the caufe 
of humanity, and tend very much to prevent 
the future civilization of Africa. 

(Signed) 

WILLIAM CRAIG HARBORNE. 
Sworn before me, at the 
Manfion-Houfe, London^ 
2ift April, 1792, 

(Signed) 
J. HOPKINS, MAtoR. 
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The King of DEitftiARr's Orwnakce rela- 
tive to the Slave-Trape, dated at the 
Palace of Chriftianfbprg, March li, 1792* 

WE;, Chriftiswi the Vllth, by the Grace of God 
King of Denmark and NoFway^ &c. ^c. make 
known by tbcfe prefents, that, confidering the cir- 
cumftances which pccur in the Slave-Tiade» on the 
Coaft of Giwnca, and in the Tranjix)rtation of the 
Negroes from thence to our Weft-India iflands, and 
ioiprefTed with the idea that it would, in every fef- 
pe^, be beneficial and profitable, if the Importation 
of new NcgroeSy from the Coaft of Guinea, could- 
be avoided, and our Weft-India Iftands, in proce& 
of time, cultivated by Negroes, born and brect in 
the Iflands, accuftomed from their youths to the 
manner of labour, the climate, and the difpofidon of 
their Mafters : We, in confequence^ have made 
ierious Enquiries how far and when it might be pof- 
£ble to accompKfli the Abolition of the fa«d Trade : 
^Vrom the refult of thefe Enejuirics, we are con- 
vinced that it is pofllbfe, and will be advantageous 
to our Weft-India Iflands, to defift from the farther 
Purchafe of new Negroes, tvhen once the Plantations 
are flocked with a fuffcient Nwiiber far Propagation^ 
md the Cultivation of the Lands ; when pecuniary 
afliftance can be given to thofe who want to pur- 
chafe Negroes for their Eftates, and if proper en- 
couragement were to be given to Marriage amongil 
the Negroes, and due attention paid to their In- 
ftru^on and Moral?. 

In 
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In ordcf) therefore, to withdraw our Wcft-India 
Pofleilions from the State of Dependence, under 
which they have hitherto been and now are, with 
refpeiSIt to the Importation of Negroes, and to make 
the Importation of Negroes unneceflary in future, 
We declare our raoft gracious Will on this Subjefl, 
and order as follows : 

I. F'rom the commencement of the year i8o3» 
We forbid arty of our fubjei^ to carry on the Slave- 
Trade, from the Coaft of Africa, or any other Place, 
except in our Weft-India Iflands j fo that, after that 
period, no Negro Men or Women, either from that 
Coaft, or other foreign Places, will be allowed to be 
purchafed by or for our Subjects, or to be tranf- 
pprted in our Subje£ls Ships, neither muft they be 
brought to our Weft-India Iftands for Sale; and 
every tranfa£lion, contrary to this prohibition, {hsdt, 
after that period, be deemed unlawful. 

II. In the mean time, from the prefent until the 
end of the year 1802, it is permitted to all foreign 
Nations, without exception and under all flags, to 
import Negro Men and Women from the Coaft to 
our Wcft-India Iflands. 

III. For every healthy and ftout Negro Man or 
Woman, which, during that period, i!> thus imported 
to our Weft- India Hands, we permit the following 
quantities of raw fugar to be exported from our 
Iflands to foreign Places, either in our own or fo- 
reign Ships, within a year after the importation of 
fuch Negroes ; viz. for every full-grown Negro Man 
or Woman, 2,ooolb. weight may be exported, and 

for 
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fox ^evtry half-grown Negro, the half of qutn* 
tity, or 1,00011. weight, without any DiflTertnce 
with regard to Sex j but nothing is allowed for the 
Importation of Children. 

IV. The Duty which is fixed by the Ordinance* 
of the 9th of April, 1764, and lath of May, 1777, 
(which Ordinances in every other refpc<5i, that re- 
gards the Slave-Trade, are hereby repealed,) on the 
Importation of Slaves, We tnoft gractoufly take offv 
with regard to the Negroc-Women which may be 
hereafter imported; but, on the other hand, We 
impolc a Duty of | per Cent, more than what is 
already ftipulated on the Sugars, which {hall be ex- 
ported to foreign Places, for the Purchafe of fujih 
Negroc Men or Women as are imported. 

y. It is moreover our Will, in order to ellablifli 
an exai^ Proportion among the different Sexes, that, 
from the beginning of 1795 and after, the Negroe 
Women and Girls, who work in the Field and arc 
not Houfe Negroes, (hall pay no Poll -Tax ^ but, 
on the contrary, from the above-mentioned period, 
a double Poll-Tax fhall be exafted for every Negroe 
Man. 

VI. From the prefent period. We forbid, in the 
ftrongeft manner, all Exportation of Negroe Men 
or Women from our Wefl- India Iflands, they alone 
being excepted from this Prohibition, who are ex- 
pelled by Law; or, fuch as our Governor-General 
and Council in the Weft Indies may upon very ex- 
traordinary occafions tJiink proper, according to cir- 
cumftances, to permit to depart. 

Wherefore 
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Whfsrdbre this our Royal Will being made 
luuNiiii We ofder all aflrtl every one to conform to 

Given at our Palace of Chriftianiborg, in our 
Royal Plaee of Refidence, Copenhagen, the t6th of 
March) 1792. 

Under our Royal Hand and Seal, 

a R. 



SCHEEL. HAGERUP. TRANT. 
ROSENSTAND. GOISQKE. 
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to penetrate the heart, or pradife other wai^ 
ton ads of crueltyoD the innocent pafiengfrs. 

That he ^as been particularly informed bf 
<jlovernor Lomax, and believes, that ic it 
cuftomary in the country about the Cape 
ApoUonia, for people to be put to death by 
their Matters and Chiefs, in confequenct of 
dreaots, or fiippofed crimes, t3r from caprice. 
That the faid <#ovemor had often remoD<* 
ilrated with the befm-mentioiied CaboAuext 
OB fuch horrid cruelties* 

And this Deponent fakh. That he was in* 
formed by a Mr. Martin, fecond mate of the 
laid ihip Molly, Captain Kendall, and be- 
lieves it to be trues that among other ads of 
cruelty he, the faid Martin, faw a man at one 
of their feftivals put to death by binding his 
hands and feet, and throwing him on the 
fcorching fands, where he was put to death, 
by mangling him with a jagged knife at inter- 
vals, in order to rat off his head, fo that he 

K lay 
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lay rolling and writhing In unfpeakable tor* 
ments, for a confidcrabl<? lime, before he ex- 
pired, while they were finging and making 
merry, drowning his cries with the noife they 
made in exultation at his ipifcry. 

And this Deponent faith^ That the follow- 
ing circumftanccs were related to him by Dr. 
Richard Grogan, a phyfician, he believes now 
living at Limerick in Ireland, which he, this 
Deponent, doubts not the faid Dr. Grogjin 
will be ready to tcflify, to wit. 

That about the year 1782, clofe under the 
walls of the Englifti Fort, at Cape Coaft, or 
Anamaboe, which, from the Commerce of the 
Europeans, is one of the rtioft civilized pzrts of 
the Coafl, a child dyiog fuddenly, its death 
was imputed to forcery dr witchcraft, which 
was charged on a poor old woman, who, with 
her whole family, was- condemned to deflruc- 
tion : — The lives of thirty of them however 
were faved^ |by being fold to the ihips ilaving 

there; 
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there; — ^thrce of her fons were fdd t6 the bc- 
forementioned Captain John Kendall^ of the 
Molly; on board which £hip the faid Dr. 
Grogan then a<fted as furgeon : one of them^ 
who fpokc Englifh, interceded with Captain 
Kendall to try to fave his mother's life, by 
purchaiing her, who hutnafnely made ufe of 
bis endeavours, by fending on ihore an Officer^ 
with orders to give any price that (hbuid be 
adfked for her, although ihe would not be 
worth the expence of the freight in the Weft 
Indies; but the M objed.he f^iw on landing 
was the bloody head of the woman placed in a 
wooden dtih, and borne on the head of her 
own iider, whom they obliged to pifoceed with 
it to the public market-place. 

He was informed, that fuppofing the Maf* 
ters of the ffaips would not give any thing for 
her, thougb they were advifed by the Gover-^ 
nor of the Fort t6 tarry her to them, they cut 
6ff her head at the very gate of the Fort, and 
eaufed It to be carried througb the town. 

K 2 And 



And thb Dcponcm faith, That, from iRe 
above circumilftqces^ and many others, he 
verUy believes that wars, which-are frequent in 
Africa, are not made for the purpofe of pro- 
curing Slaves^ though in inflances^it has been 
faid to happen; and he is convinced^ that if 
the Trade ihould be fuddenly aboli^ed by the 
Europeans, many thousand of people would be 
lacrificed or pttt to death, who are now (aved- 
add placed k^ery comfortable (ituations, and- 
they and their ofispring are made happy, and 
many of them brought to the knowledge of 
God and the dodrines of Ghriftianity; and 
that the unqualified abolition of the Trade, 
would,, in his opinion, be injuring the cauf(» 
of humanity, and tend very much to prevent 
the future civilization of Africa. 

(Signed) 

WILLIAM CRAIG HARBGRNE, 
Sworn before ine, at the 
Manfion*Houfe, London, 
2ift April, 1792, 

(Signed) 
J. HOPKINS, Mayor* 
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The King op DziImarr's Orbikakce rela- 
tive to the StAVE-TRADE, dated at the 
Palace of Chridian^rg/ March i6, 1792^ 

'W^E, Chriftian the Vlltb, by the Grace of God^ 
King of Denmark and Norway) &C. &c. inake 
known by thefe prefents^ that, conndering the cir- 
dumftances which occur ih the Slave-Trade, on the 
Coaft of Gutnea> and- in the TraniTportfttion of the 
Negroes froovthenee to our Weft-India lilands, and 
impreflfed with the idea that it would, in' every ref- 
pe^, be beneficial and profitable, if the Importation 
of new Negroes, froni the Coaft of Guinea, could 
he avoided,- and our Wefl-India IHands^ in procefs 
of time, cultivated by Negroes^ born and bred in 
the Iflands,. accuftomed from their youth, to the 
manner of lalkmr, the climate, and the difpofitton of 
their Matters : We,, in confequence, have made 
ferious £n<{(iiries bowfiir and when it might be pof* 
iible to accoropUAi- the Abolition of the (aid Trade : 
From the refult of thefe Enquiries, we are con- 
vinced that it ir. pofiible, and will be advantageous 
tb our Weft-Irtdia l^ds, to defift from the ferther 
Purchafe of new Negroes, when onte the PlantaUanr 
are Rocked with a fufidtnt NunAtr ftr Propagation^ 
and the Cultivation of the Lands i when pecuniary 
alFiftance can be given to tho(e who want' to pur- 
chafe Negroes for their^ Eftates,: and if proper en- 
couragement were to be given to Marriage amongft 
the Negrots, and due attention paid to theL* In- 
firu^tioQ and ^orafs* 

In 
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Tn order, therefore, to withdraw our Weft-India' 
PofTeifions from the State of Dependence, under 
which they have hitherto been and now are, widt 
refpetSl to the Importation of Negroes, and to make 
the Importation of Negroes unneceflary in future, 
We declare our raoft gracious Will on this Subject, 
and order as follows : 

I. From the commencement of the year 1803, 
We forbid any of our fubje£ts to carry on the Slave- 
Trade, from the Coaft of Africa, or any other Place, 
except in our Weft-India Iflands ; fo that, after that 
period, no Negro Men or Women, eithrr from that 
Coaft, or other foreign Places, will be allowed to be 
purchafed by or for our Subjects, or to be tranf- 
ported in our Subje<5ts Ships, neither muft they be 
brought to our Weft-India Iflands for Sale; and 
every tranfa£lion, contrary to this prohibition, ihall, 
after that period, be deemed unlawful. 

II. In the mean time, from the prefent until the 
end of the year 1802, it is permitted to all foreign 
Nations, without exception and under all flags, to 
import Negro Men and Women from the Coaft to' 
our Weft-India Iflands. 

III. For every healthy and ftout Negro Man or 
Woman, which, during that period, is thus imported 
to our Weft-India Iflaiids, we permit the following 
quantities of raw fugar to be exported from our 
Iflands to foreign Places, either ii| our own or fo- 
reign Ships, within a year after the importation of 
fuchr Negroes ; viz. for every full-grown Negro Man' 
or Woman, ajOOolb. weight may be exported, and^ 

fb? 
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for every half-grown Negro, the half of that quan-* 
tity, or i,ooolb. weight, without any DifFcrcncc 
with regard to Sex ; but nothing is allowed for th« 
Importation of Children. 

ly. The Duty which h 6xed by the Ordinance* 
of the 9th of April, 1764, and J2th of May, 1777, 
(which Ordinances in every other refpecl, that re- 
gards the Slave-Trade, are hereby repealed,) on the 
Importation of Slaves, We moft gracioufly take off, 
with regard to the Negroc-Women which m.;y be 
hereafter imported; but, on the other hand, Wr 
impol'e a Duty of | per Cent, more than what is 
already ftipulated on the Sugars, which (ball be ex- 
ported to foreign Places, for the Purchafe of fuch 
Negroe Men or Women as are imported. 

V. It is moreover our Will, in order to e^ablifii 
an exa(St Proportion among the different Sexes, that, 
from the beginning of 1795 and after, the Negroe 
Women and Girls, who work in the Field and are 
not Houfe Negroes, (hall pay no P«ll-Tax ; but, 
on the contrary, from thie above-mentioned period, 
a double Poll-Tax (hall be exacted for every Negroe 
Man. 

VI. From the prefent period. We forbid, in the 
fbrongeft manner, all Exportation of Negroe Men 
or Women from our Weft-India Iflands^ they alone 
being excepted from this Prohibition, who are ex- 
pelled by Law ; or, fuch as our Governor-General 
and Council in the Weft Indies may upon very ex- 
traordinary occafions think proper, according to cir- 
cumftances, to permit to depart. 

Wherefore 
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'Wherefore this our Royal Will being in^ae 
knowii, order all and every one to conform to 
it. 

Given at our Palace of Chriftsiinfborgj ir» our 
Royal Place of Reudeiwrc, Copenhagen, the i6th of 
Marchs 1792. 

Under our Royal Hand and Seal. 



SCHEEL. HAGERUP. TRANT. 
ROSEKSTAND. GOISCKE, 



